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■  State  of  the   Trade 

Carried  on  with  the 

;         F  R  E  N  C  H 
On  the  IjQand  of  Hispaniola; 

IN  a  nation  like  this,  whofe  wealth,  fplendor  and  power; 
mtirely  depend  on  its  commerce  being  property  fupported 
and  encouraged,  no  attempt  ought  to  be  made,  to  put  a 
Itop  to  It,  unfefs  on  the  moft  mature  confideration,  and  the 
moft  exaa  fcrutiny,  it  fhould  appear  to  be  manifeftly  inju- 
Jious  to  the  publick.  And  altho'  fuch  a  difquifition  is  often  at- 
tended with  great  diiEculfies  (as  in  the  cafe  of  the  £^ /«^/«  com» 
pany  s  trade,  where,  m  order  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of  its 
utility  or  inconvenience,  you  muft  not  only  have  an  eye  to  the 
money  and  other  commodities  th^t  are  primarily  exported  froni 
ijence    and  to  the  returns  made  for  the  fame  immediately  from 
the  Indies  ;  but  alfo  confider  to  what  places  the  goods  fo  import^ 
1  ^^^^gf  ^^^"^'  and  what  returns  are H^adefor  them;  and  foori 
almoit  ad  infinitum)  yet  that  is  not  the  cafe  in  any  commerce, 
where  the  adventure  is  finally  concluded  m  the  courfe  of  a  few 
months,  and  a  ballance  ftruck,  by  which  it  may  be  eafily  feeri 
What  quantity  of  cafh  is  brought  into  the  Kingdom,  more 
than  IS  exported ;  that  being  the  fure  criterion,  by  which  we 
niay  judge  with  truth  and  precifion  of  the  advantage,  or  dif- 
advantage,  of  any  particular  braneh.     But  it  is  fo  common  fot 
people  to  judge  by  appearances  only,   without  having-  the' 
means  of  information  in  their  power,  or  leifure  or  attention 
luiiicient  to  enable  them  to  gain  a  competent  knowledo-e  of 
the  circumftances  which  are  neceffaiy  to  be  known,  in  ord%r  to 
tomi  ajuft  opinion  of  the  fads  they  either  cenfure  or  applaud  i 
and  felf-intereii,  and  popular  prejudices  are  fo  apt  to  biafs  and" 
mifiead  the  greater  part  of  mankind,  that  I  am  not  furprized  af 

'  hearing^ 


Rearing  many  expictCs  thiir  wiffo,  "that  the  flags  of  truce, 
^  whijjh  hd.y§  lately  been  taken  in^eWe/i  Jmiiesy'hy  fi^me^ 
^*Tbi$  majefty's  fhips,  nnie^  the  command  of  admiral  Co^^x,  r&> 
**^^iurmng  ixom  Hijpmieta  to  Norths Ameficti^  laden  Vith  fugars 
*^^  and  pther  v^luahje  commodities,  purchafed  of  the  Frtnchy 
^^  may  |)e  C<&ndeii!uied  as  frizef  to  the  captors  j'*  "toprevont," 
*^  faythey,  fot  tne  future,  the  iniquitous  trade  carried  on  by 
*'  our  colonifts,  to  the  prejudice  of  their  mother-country."    If 
that  aflertion  be  true,  if  the  trade  thus  Carried  on  by  the  mer- 
chants in  North' Aynerica  be  found  prejudicial  and  injurious  to 
the  nationV&y  theif  wifcesbe  gr^ified;  But  if^  on  tlie  con- 
trary, it  fhall  appear  to  be  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  the  king- 
dom, and  themein  fourfe  frojxi  whence  wt  have  been  enabl«54 
to  fupport  the  extraordinary  demands  for  cafti*  that  have  beeh 
tfiade  upon  us  in  order  to  enable  his  majefty  to  carry  on  the 
prefent  juft  and  neceflary,  but  moft  expenfive  war,  how  much 
cioes  it  deferve  efjcouragement )  and'how  ii^uch  is  the  jiubKc 
"Injured  by  the  comn^anders  of  fuch  of  his  majefty's  fliipsof 
war,  as  are  employed  in  taking  flags  of  truce,  and  enriching 
'themfeives  at  the  expence  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  the 
cQmnpionweal  \  infte^d  of  ufmg  the  power  they  are  intrufted 
^jth,  for  the  prole£lion  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  hiS^ 
jijajefty's  fubjed:s    againft  the  enemy,  whofe  privateers  arfe 
Jittle  worth  looking  after,  when  their  value  i$  compared  witli 
jthat  of  a  cargo  of  fugar  and  m^co*    Jn  order  that  the  public 
|nay  judge  whether  the  cqiUTierce  abovementioned  be  pernii* 
clous,  or  beneficial,  lihail,  vyith  the  utmoft  impartiality,  and 
the  ftri<51;eft  regard  to  truth,  give  an  account  of  the  method  in 
Vhich  it  has  been  carried  on  3  and  after  fhewrng,  as  briefly  as 
poffible,  fome  of  the  benefits  the  nation  has  reaped  by  it,  en- 
deavour to  obviate  the  only  objections  I  have  ever  heard  made 
|hereto. 

During  the  prefent  war,  many  Ei$glijh  fhips  have  been  made 
prize  of  by  the  enemy  in  the  Weft-Indie^  and  many  of  th-e 
enerny's  fhips  have  been  taken  by  the  privateers  of  New-Yovk, 
Philadelphia^  Boftotiy  and  other  our  colonies  in  North- Amenca^ 
^nd  the  crews  impriioned ;  but  as  they  were  fo  difperfed  over 
|he  whole  continent^  that  a  confiderable  number  could  not 
^afdy  be  collected  together  at  any  one  place,  fo  they  muft 
|iave  languished  in  prifon  in  North- America^  while  the  crews  of 
«?ur  veflTels,  which  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  were  dying  in 
te  goals. of  die  French  iflands ;  where,  from  the  exceiRvc 
teat  oi  the  clim<atey  qMq  confinement  is  more  infupportablffl 

thaix 


t    -5    1       ..^ 
than  eiiewte'e;  -or  the  govemnient  mult  iiave  mm  |)\it  t^t  , 

veJ7  confiderable  expeiice,  un  having  them  exchanged,    B^ 
private  merchants  were  informed,  that  if  they  CQuld  <ibtai!l 
ilags  gf  truce  from  time  %o  time,  to  carry  the  French  prifoners 
to.  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  they  fliould  not  only  have  an  equM 
number  in  exchange^,  but  moreover  fliould  be  ailov/ed  a  liber- 
ty .of  trading  for  the  commodities  of  the  country;  whichj  a^ 
the  French  could  not  fend  to  France  themfelves,  on  account  of 
the  prodigious  infuranee  they  are  obliged  to  pay  on  their  veiels 
bound  to  Europe^  were  of  little  or  no  value  to  them,  and  might 
bepurchafed  at  a  moft  reafonable  rate*     Upon  this  confidem* 
tion,  a  number  of  gentlemen  engaged  to  carry  fuc^  prifoners 
-to.  the  ports  of  Leoganne^  Cape  Francois^  Port  au  Prirws^  ant 
other  French  ports  in  Mi/pamda^  and  bring  back  an  equal 
.number  in  return,  without  any  expence  to  the  governmei]^. 
•Accordingly  flags  of  truce  have  been  granted  by  the  goverm^fe 
•of  the  feverai  provinces  in  NQrih-^'Amsnc^  to  a  great  number  of 
vefiels,  which  have  proceeded  on  their  refpedive  voyages,  load*- 
edwithfuch  goods  as.  they  thought  mofl  proper  to  purchalfe 
^eir  cargoes  of  fu  gar  and  indicoat  their  ports  ofdeftinaticniia 
^e  abovementioned  ifland  of  H'tfpamoh.     The  commodities 
parried  from  the  continent  for  the  above  purpofe,  chiefiy  coii* 
fifted  of  printed  linnens  and  cottons  of  Englljh  manufaaur% 
irijh  linnens,  woollen  cloths,  printed  cailicoes,  ihoes,  ftock* 
ings,  ffHces,ir£«tZ?  prize  wines,  zxA&paniJh  piftoles,  redac^ 
to  the  weight  of  3  dwts.  I2  gra.  which  ^s^fi^mHifpaniohi^ 
.30  livres.     Thefc  commodities  yield  from  50  to  100  per  lewt* 
profit;  and  with  the  Produce  thereof  have  thofe  veffek  pro<^ 
cured  their  cargoes  of  fugars,  which  have  been  purchafedfroia 
•5  to  ic  livres  per  hundred  weight ;  fo  that,  fuppofmg  a  car- 
,go,  with  which  one  of  thefe  veflels  was  loaded  at  Philadelphia 
New-York^  or  elfewhere  in  North- America^  to  be  worth  lOQol 
sterling,  and  to  fell,  at  50  per  ceitt,  profit,  it  is  worth  at  Paift 
au  Prince^  or  any  other  French  port  in  Hijpaniohy  more  thait 
60,000  livres.     This  fum,  at  10  livres  per  cent,  ioi  Mufio^ 
vado  fugar,.  will  purchafe  600  hogfheads  of  that  commodity 
pf  one  thoufand  weight  each,  which  are  fent  to  Holland^  and 
fold  at  the  rate  of,  from  40^.  to  50s.  fterl.  /j^rhundred  weight  i 
^r  one  hogihead  with  another  for  about  25  L' and  the  produce 
remitted  to  England^  and  there  laid  out  in  Englip  goods,  to- 
be  exported  iox  North- America ;  fo  that  for  about  3L  5  s.  fierL 
the  nation  receives  the  fum  of  25  L  fieri,  or  near  Hoo  p^r^M. 
'aefides  the  advantage  the  nation  receives^  by  employing  ib 
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.^y-lhips  and  mariners  unmoMed  by  the  en^my.     It  Is 
.^id,  that  on  a  moderate  computation,  not  fo  little  as  400,oool- 
,,mMgs^  worth   of  commodities  of  Britifi  manufkaure    or 
fP:  produce  of  our  colonies,   have,   during  this  war,   beei 
%|feit  tojhe  Funcb  iflands  from  Mrt^Jmerua ;  which 
.m#  bring  bac^  into  this  kingdom,  the  enormous  profit  of 
3>ioo,ooo].      i^iat  the  faa   here  •  reprefented  is   true    anv 
•g€|itlema^may^iktisfy  himfeh;  by  enquiry  of  the  merclJant/ 
wiip.  trade  to  New-Tor^,^  or  Philadelphia,  who  can  neither  be 
Ignorant  of  the  channel,  thro'  which  their  remittances  come 
^Qr  of  the  extraordinary  call  that  hath  been  made  for  poods  of 
linghA  manufadure,  for  thofe  markets  5  infomuch,  that  all 
the  nianmaaurers  find  it  out  of  their  power  to  fupply  the  de^ 
niand ;  from  wliich  it  is  extremely  evident,  what  prodigious 
advantage  refults  to  this  kingdom  from  this  commerce.     In 
Ihortvve  may  with  truth  affirm,  that  Hifpanlok,  thus  cir- 
cumitanced,  is  equally  valuable  to  the  Britijh  nation,  in  the 
bands^of  the  French^  with  any  of  our  own  illands,  and  much 
•more  fo  than  Guadakupe ;  the  conqueil  of  which  (tho'  -lorious) 
con  no  fmall  quantity  both  of  blood  and  treafure.     Thefe  ad- 
vantages muftnecefikrily  be  lofl:,  if  the  veiTds  abovementioned, 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  Ihall: be  taken,  be  condemned; 
and  the  trade  will  be  intirely  put  a  flop  to. 

Zeal,  not  according  to  knowledge,  in  fome,  and  felf-in- 
tereft  m  others,  havebeen  the  occafion  that  this  trade  hath  been 
deemed  pernicious  and  prejudicial.  But  let  us  examine  their  ob- 
}ea-|ons  with  impartiality  and  candor,  and  give  them  no  m.cre 
than  their  due  weight ;  and  it  will  be  clearly  km  which  fcale- 
Will  preponderate.  The  objeaions  I  have  heard  are  thefe,  viz. 
That  under  pretence  of  carrying  other  goods,  the  flags  carry 
proviiicns  and  v/arlike  ilores  to  the  enemy—That  by  bringing 
iuch  quantities  of /r<?«c;^  fugar  into  Europe^  from  tht  French 
ifiands,  we  injure  our  own— And  laftly,  that  unJefs  the  French 
were   fupplied  by   us,  they  could  not  carry   on  their  fugai'-. 
works,  but  muft  entirely  abandon  them,  or  perhaps,  would 
furrender  themfelves  up,  and  feek  proteaion  from  this  nation. 
In  anlv/er  to  the  firit  objedion,  nothing  more  neetl  be  /aid, 
than  to  deny  the  faa ;  which,  I  believe,  mjght  with  juflice 
be  done -as  few,  if  any  vefiels,  carry  proviiions  j  and  noney 
thgt  I  ever  heard  of,  have  carried  wa'-like  itores.     That  the 
French  in.  HiJpa?iiGla  have  been  fupplied  with  foine  provifions 
ffom  the  moit  northern  of  the  American  colonies,  and  the 

V.    iflaiid 
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jAMdof^fammmt,  but  not  by  the  flags  of  truce "  is  true  •'?i#  • 
jf  I  am  rightly. nfomed,  th,  French  lo  not  Mft  o  ■  a  veflaf' 
h4vmg,a.flag  that  bnngsj.em  provifions,  but  they  "re  ^1 
ted  and  countenance^'  w«hout.     Severe  Jaws  have^  bSSe^ 
toprevent  the  colonies  from  carrying  provifionJo  the^r^l- 
or  even  to  neutral  powers,  asit  hath  been  deemed  by  the  iSf' 
Jature  a  pernicious,  trade;  and  b^^  thofe  kwv  Z^r'  "'^'^g"" . 
it  on  are  liable  to  puniftient.  ^ut  whtl^'r  ?f°P'.^^"ym: 
more  politic,  to  |mit  the  ^S  JSS^  S."Sb:- 
fupphed  with  provifioris- from  7^<,r/i,-^;«„V.    ZZrT 

Mbitit    maybe  worththeconr.deratio:S:X,"fr^^^ 
this  obfetvation,  v,z.  that  from' the  illand  nf  ffii    ■  r      T^ 

they  have  of  late  been  by  W  me™  nt^S^dti;" 

where  they  arenc.WliedbyS;fr*S'Si'y1SS 

viirelsladenwithbreadandCfromiSfjl?''?  ^°  l^;"^ 
/«^«inands,theonly  places  they  ^^^^0?,^ •  °"' ^*^ 
that  thofe  crtnmodities,  during  K"fe  of  th^wf.^h^P'"!  "^ 
cheaper  in  ^/«r?;„.„  than  at  tie  pl^rlf  d^Jr  l^  ^^   "li^f™ 

other£^^..«veirds,  Xm^l'l^ayTL^t,;^ 
that  channd  with  whatever  is  neceSforTm      •  if  ^'"^  ^^ 
flbilityof  our  preventing  it  any  otKv    tS^  b'*'"' '  P"*" 
a  rupture  with  Sfam  (&  propriety  of  wWaI"/^"™",?  *? 


E   s   } 

^  Tb^ncxt^bje(5i:ionis,  tkat  the  bringing  {o  much  fugar  froiR 

^  French  iHdnds  hujct^  our  own,  :.  ,  ., 

'  The  annual  importation  of  fugar  from  all  our  iflands,  onaa?l 
average,  amounts  to  no  more  than  64344  hogiheads  ;  and  thfe 
annual  confumption  in  Great  Britain  only,  to  5S 7  7-3  hogiheads, 
olculating  each  hogfhead  to  weigh  14  hundred  weight.  -  Jre^ 
^^confumes  1500,0  hogftieada at leaft;  and  Norths Amer'icn^^ 
Wchi  fo  that  we  conrume  ourfelves  annually  upwards  of 
3t4CQP  hogiheads  more  than '  our  pwn  iiliuidsi  will  fupply^. 
■ "      '  *  >  In 

*  Ar  account  of  the  quantity  of  raw  fugar  imported  fr-om  Ckrifi" 
'  mm  1745  to  Chriflmas  i"] ^^9  diilijiguiihing  each  year. 
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The  acquifxtion  ot  Guadaloupe,  and  the  quantity  of /r^^  prize 
fesars  fradulently  imported,  as  of  the  growth  of  that  ifland,  or 
lemcked  and  imported  as  the  produce  of  our  own  iflands,  rende- 
fed  it  abfolutely  impofiible  to  know  with  any  dcwce  of  certainly 
Ike  q»arvtity  imported  ©f  ihe  gromh  of -our  own  itods  rtm;e  tue 
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Ih  Srderto  itlatte  go©d  which  deficiency,' f  ecourr^  muil:  iyeiaJ. 
to  foreign  markets ;  ahd  in  fa^:,  Ireland  is  fupplied  v/ith  Brazil 
iiigars  from  Lifidn,  and  North- Jmericaiicm  the  French iMndiSy 
•€vmm  time  of  peace  §.  ^  So  that-  we  are  in  realit)^  no  other- 
•jvire  benefited  \>j  the  exports  from  our  fugar  colonies,  than  as 
■they  keep  the  cafh  among  ourfel-^es,  which  muft  othcrwifebe- 
fent  abroad  for  the  pufchafe  of  foreign  fugars,  but  do  not  add 
a.  penny  more  to  the  conifflort  flock.  'Tis  true,  indc;ed,  the 
gentlemen  who  have  large  eflates  In  our  PFeJI  India  iilands, 
fnay  fay,  we  ihould  get  a  great  deal  more  money  for  our  fu- 
gars, provided  no  Frsnck  fugars  were  to  come' into  ^i«n:^^, 
which  is  undoubtedly  true;  but  from  whom  would  they  re- 
ceive this  additional  profit?  would  it  not  be  from  the  fubjeds 
oi  Great  Britain^  who,  as  is  before  obferved,  ufe  more  than 
all<>ur  iflands  can  produce  ?  and  fuppofing  the  Englifh  ^  not 
bring  the  French  fugars  into  Eiirope^  would  it  from  thence  fol- 
low, that  the  French  fugars  would  not  come  to"  market  at  all  ? 
Would  not  the  Spaniards^  the  Danes.,  the  Dutch^  and  other 
nations,  who  now  only  fliare  with  us  in  this  branch,  have  it 
all  to  themfelves;  and  as  efrecflually  keep  the  price  down  iri 
foreign  markets,  as  at  prefent?  fo  that  Great  Britain  alone 
would  p^y  advanced  prices  on  fugars,  to  the  benefit  of  the  plan- 
ters and  gentlemen  who  have  eftates  in  our  iilands ;  the  profits 
of  whichj  at  the  prefent  prices  their  produce  fells  for,  are  vaftly 
^^Mge,  .^OMpared  to  thofe  of  any  landed  eRiites  inGreai-Briiain, 
If  the  fa^iS  as  above  reprefented,  furely  the  private  em-blument 
©fa  few  particular  gentlemen  in  our  Wefi  India  i^2.n6.^.,  will 
Jiotbe  afufficient  reafon  for  putting  ^  fl:6p  to  a  branch  of  com- 
merce,^ by  which  the  nation  is  fo  c^nfiderably  |)eneflted.  In- 
deed, if  the  produce  of  our  iflands,  or  if  the  fugars  made  in 
cur  iflands  were  fo  reduced  in  price,  by  the  quanrfty  o^  French 
fiigars  brought  to  market  in  Europe,  that  the  iilanders  could 
not  receive  a  profit  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their 
works,  they  would  have  reafon  to  complain,  and  their  objec- 
tK^n  would  have  great  weight.     But  is  either  of  thefe  the  cafe  ? 

'     \'x.         ^         r       ^  will 

war ;  Which  are  the  reafohs  why  the  abdve  account  is  not  coiiti- 
nued  to  this  prefent  time. 

§  I  would  not  be  underflood  to  mean,  that  neither /r^/i;// nof 
■^th-Amertca  are  fuppJzed  with  any  from  Norths Avi^ica  ;'  but  I 
^beheve,  if  we  allow  that  the  half  of  their  coniumption  is  fupplfed 
frorn  our  iflands^  it  is  more  than  we  ought  to  do,  efpecially,  if  we 
^nfidcr,  that  tf  the  trifling  quantity  exported  from  hence,  miioi* 
VsQ  gTQAiQil  jpart  li  imt  to  MJafidi  .- 


E  xo  ] 
Will  any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  alfertit  ?  It  is  well  known, 
that  in  the  iirft  inflance  they  do  not  in  all  the  iflands  produce 
fufficient  for  our  own  confumption ;  and  let  the  opulence,  ri- 
fches,  and  I  had  almoft  faid,  undue  influence  of  the  Weji- In- 
dians^ anfwer  the  other.' 

But,  fay  the  gentlemen  who  are  very  fanguine  in  their  en* 
^eavours  to  put  a  flop  to  the  North- Americans  trading  with  th^ 
Enemy,  «  If  we  were  to  prevent  the  French  in  HifpamoMxou\ 
**  being  fupplied  with  prbvifions,  cloathing,  and  other  neceA 
*«  faries  of  life  from  thence,  they  would  not  be  able  to  carry 
*«  on  their  fugar-works  in  that  ifland,  and  muil  of  confequence 
*«  be  abfolutely  ruined;  pr  perhaps,  to  prevent  that,  would 
**  furrender  themfclves  to  his  majefty's  forces, and  putthemfelvea 
^'  under  the  protedion  of  the  ^nV^^  government."  But  furely 
this  notion  is  too  chimerical  to  be  entertained  by  any  but  thofe  of 
heated  imaginations.  As  I  have  before  obferv'd,  if  we  did  no^ 
fupply  them,  would  it  follow  from  thence  that  no  body  dk  would  ? 
Would  the  Spaniards^  Dutch^  DaneSy  and  Swedes^  let  flip  fo  fa- 
touraljle  an  opportunity  of  inriching  themfelves  ?  Hov7  doe* 
Mart'mko  fupport  itfelf  ?'  Happily  for  the  Dutch  we  c^rry  on  nQ 
trade  there.  However  we  will  for  a  moment  fuppofe  (though 
without  granting  it)  thatunlefs  the  F/r^r^were  fupplied  with  ne^ 
effaries^  from  Armrlca  they  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  their 
plantations  m  Hifpaniola ;  how  would  this  nation  be  ^gne.fited  I 
Would  our  trade  be  more  extenfive  ?  Would  more  Of  our  fhipt 
be  employed  ?  Would  the  confumption  of  our  manufadtures  be 
i3iore  confiderable  ?  or  fhouid  We,  on  a  balance  of  the  account  of 
profit  and  lofs,  iind  that  the  nation  gained  money  by  this  diftrefs 
of  our  enemies  ?  Or  would  they  be  thereby  lefs  enabled  to  contir 
Bue  the  war  ?  Rather  would  not  the  contrary  of  all  thefe  hap- 
pen, and  this  nation  be  deprived  of  thofe  fums  of  money  which 
have  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  us  with  the  means  of  paying 
thofe  fubfcriptions  which  were  fo  readily  made,  to  enable  hi$ 
majefty  to  profecute  with  vigour  and  effed  this  juft  and  necef- 
fary  war  ?  And  I  am  well  aflured,  that  if  our  pferiterg  in.  the 
t¥ej- Indies  are  afked.  Whether,  out  of  lo  livres  per  C.  for 
fugars,  any  thing  can  be  faved  (over  and  above  what  is  fuiHci*- 
ent  to  fupport  and  cloath  the  negroes,  of  their  plantations)  to 
anfwer  the  calls  of  government,  or  any  other  emergencies  > 
they  will  anfwer  in  the  negative.  And  indeed,  if  we  may  r 
judge  of  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  to  us  from  the  abfoluti^ 
acquifition  of  the  whole  illand,  from  the  advantage  we  have  " 
♦  3receiye4 


««Ived  tyhe  poffeffionof  G^&&«;».,  we  have  m  reafon'ti 
-Wiih  toe  French  would  furrender  it,  unlefs  we  are  to  keen  i- 

■^.«-?w;   r^'"  T  *u^  ^""''"^  °f  *^  inhabitant^  of 
f#««/.^bethefame,  after  the  furrender  of  it,  as  that  of  the 
nhab,tar.ts  of  G»«<i,A.^.  hath  been  ?    Should  we  not  then  fini 
the  abfoiute  pofleffion  of  the  whole  i0an4  much  lefs  advantage? 
ous  to  us,  than  having  the  produce  of  it  on  fo  cheap  terms  as 
abovement,on'd  *?  But  it  is  combating  the  air  toarg'^eTa Lft 
fafts  which  can  fcarce  poffibly  happen.     I  fhall  thfreforf"; 
nomoreonthisfubjea,  but  leave  my  reade«  to  refled,  whe! 
tf,  tl  V^"  feaft  ground  to  exped  the  French  can  be  dTove 
tofuch-ftraitsas  to  deliver  fo  plentiful  an  ifland  up  to  thei? 
arS-'butT'M'  ^^''^"jheir  friends  the  #.^W,  are  fo  near 
t^Jlflt.     uu    J"°^''^^  to  recapitulate  the  manv  difadvan- 
frrm  t  I  i  '*%''°"'^T'=  of  prohibiting  flags  of  truce 
ftomiyirt^-A«'/«  from  trading  with  the  enemy. 

in  the  firft  place  the  nation  will  be  deprived  of  the  fumoF 
1,50^000  /;te-^„.  which  is  at  leaft  the  profit  upon  the  fu  1 
gars  thus  purchafed_ati^^^/./^;  neither  fo  many  fhi™  or 
femen  will  be  employed  in  the  commerce  of  thi«^„St  Z 
^olCbwlT  "fo'"-  «^ine---The  northern  colonies  wU 
aot  he  able  to  fupport  thofe  provincial  troops  which  they  have 

:'fJTJ'''^^i°''f''^'  ^"-^  P«d.  at  an  immenfe  expencel 
^««  fas  majefty's  forces  againft  the  common  enemy,  o"  to 
^V^%J^f'''^^'l^o£.sl.nd;  the  bad  confequence°  of 
which  will  be  feverdy  felt  by  the  whole  nation,  as  (if  the  w°r 
continues  another  year)  many  of  the  principd  mirchrntrrn 
this  kingdom  will  be  abfolutely  difabled  (witliut  recS  the 
remittances  from  ^^h-J^rka,  which  oX  in  courie  to 
come  home.before  the  latter  end  of  this  year)  to  =^fwer  hoi? 

^^^hfj^^i-      'T  *'  h^  ^^  of  parliament  made  in 
the  30th  year  othis  prefent  majefty  »  preveM  the  exportation 

cVf  i-''"-      ■■'  '.        •     ■  .  of 

Jt  Jsnotonons,  that  fince  we  have  been  in  rolTeffion  ofr„. 
d^hufs,  and  the  inhabitants  have  had  the  advantele  of  =f 

|roe|^J,s  asmuch  as  they  can  obtain,  .and  nv.re  they  do  "ot 


qf  ppovifions  to  neutral  ports,  which  ftill,  continues  in  force 
againft  the  Americans^  t\itj  are  at  prefent  prohibited  from  vend- 
ing thofe  commodities  at  all :  our  own  ifiands,  the  only  places 
they  have  liberty  of  fhipping  to,  having  in  general  been  (o 
pver-ftocked  thefe  eighteen  months  pafi:,  that  fcarce  any  body 
has  attempted  to  fend  any  provifions  there,  thatha^h  not  been 
obliged  to  fell  them  at  a  lofs.     So  that  the  provinces  of  the 
'MaJJachufetSy  New-England^  New-7 ork'^  both  the  J^r/^j,  Penn- 
fyhania^  and  the  upper  parts  oi  Maryland,  (whofe  only  ftaple 
commodity  hath  been'  provifions)  if  this  trade  is  flopped,  will 
be  deprived  of  the  only  means  left  them  to  make  their  remit- 
tances to  England  for  the  goods  heretofore  fent  out.     This 
will  be  not  only  an  immediate  detriment  to  the  merchant  both 
here  and  there,  but  will  have  this  further  bad  confequence, 
that  the  merchant  here,  no\  being  either  able  or  willing  to 
Increafe  his  debts  in  a  country  from  which  he  can  receive  n^ 
;.remitta]gces,'will  refufe  fending  any  more  goods  to  America  ^y 
which  will  put  the  Americans  u^on  manufaduring  their  own 
apparel,  to  the  irretrievable  detriment  of  our  own  ftapie :  nor 
will  any  one  iinagine  fuc'h  an  appieherdion  to  be  ill  grounded, 
..when  he  is'  informed,  that  befides  the  maldng^coarfe  cloths, 
both  linnen  and  woollen  (tho'  but  in  an  inconllderable  quan- 
'  "tity  at  prefent;)  there  are  upwards  of  Sooco  pair  of  {lockings 
worth  from  2s.i)cl  to  5  j....ilerling  &pair^  manufa&red  ij^ 
.and  within  ten  miles  of  the  city  o^ Philadelphia,    '  Nt)r;  tan  anjr 
laws  reftrain- them  from  continuing  to  increafe  their  manufac^ 
turesp  uniefs  at  the  fame  time  they  can  be  employed  in  fo:^9 
other  bufmefs  that  will  be  equally  beneficial  to  them,  a^the 
fanie  time  that  it  may  not  injure,  but  be  of  advantage  to  the 
mother-country.  '      '     ■  ', 

Such,  I  apprehend,  is  this  trade  with  Hifpaniola  for  fugars, 
and  in  time 'of  peace  fu'ch  would  be  the  encouraging  them  tQ 
plant  vine-yards,  hemp,  flax,  and  "other  fuch  like  commor 
dities  i — but  to  return,         -     ■ 

•  There  is  another  reafon  ftiil  behind^  which  feems  to  me  to 
leiMerthe  condemnation  of  flags  of  truce  not  only  impolitic^' 
But  in  the  higheil  degree  unjuft  5  which  is,  that  this  trade  has 
i3een  carried  on  with  at  leaft  the  implied  confent  and,  approbation 
of  the  g-cvernment.  For  it  caniiot  be  fuppo fed  that  his  ma- 
jefty's  governors  in.  North -America,  who  granted  flags  of  truce 
to  private  merchants  to  carry  French  prisoners  to  Hifpaniola^ 
^Dsi  bring  back  others  in  return  at  thdr  qwa^pence,  were 

tgnqraat 


t  13  1         J- 

i^fl©5ant  that  in  fd  doing  they  had  a  view  to  their  own  priva^^ 
advantage.     Nor  could  they  bs  ignorant  how  that  advantage 
2rofe ;  when  the  flags  returned  to  the  ports  from  whence  they 
fojft  proceeded,  and  there  made  regular  entries,  at  thefeverai. 
cuftom-houles,  of  the  refpeaive  cargoes  of  foreign  (ugars  wicli  \^ 
which  they  were  loaded.  .      ,     \        r 

Thefe  circumftances  prove  to  demonitraiion  that  the  perions 
who  hg.ve  been  concerned  in  that  trade^  have  r.ot  thought  it 
-ille2;al,  or  any  ways  contrary  to  the  interdl  ol  the  govern^ 
ment.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  looked  on  lihefe  flags  a^ 
licences  to  carry  on  fuch  a  trade  with  the  enemy ;  a  trade, 
that  it  is  fo  apparently  the  intereft  of  thefe  kingdoms  to  encou^ 
m2P  by  all  poffible  means.     And  they  were  conErmed  m  this 
.©pinion,  and  many  people,  who  doubted  whether  it  was  legal, 
were  encouraged  to  engage  in  ;t,  from  perceiving,  that  tk> 
many  of  thefe  ihips  were  taken  by  the  Englijh  privateets  im 
Norih- America,  at  the  firft  of  the  war,  yet  by  the  unanimoi^ 
opinion  of  all  the  judges,  of  every  court  of  admiralty  in  Norths 
'jmsrka,  not  one  of  them  hath  been  condemned,  butdslchar^ 
ed  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  upon  a  fuppofttion  that  a  trat^ 
fickoffb  great  utility  to  the  nation,  was  not  the  trade  intended 
to  be  prohibited  by  his  majeily's  proclamation,  whqrem  h« 
forbids  his  fubjeds  intercourfe  with  the  enemy.     That  fuch  a 
fuppofition  was  a  natufal  one,  and  what  they  were  well  juHi- 
-iied-in  making,  on  a  review  of  the  condua  of  the  mother  cdun- 
UYy  both  in  this  and   former  v^arSg  will,  I  believe  be  granted 
■•  pie  %  any  impartial  enquirer,  v/ho  will  confider,  tkat  in  the 
-reign  of  her' late  maje%  queen  An7te^  when  an  a^of  parha- 
'inoit  *  was  made  to  prohibit  commerce  with  the^  French  y  st 
■was  fo  prejudicial  to  the  intereflof  the  nation,  that  ^the  legiHa- 
ture  thought  proper  to  repeal  that  aft,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
importation  of  wines  from  France^-,  the  reafon- given  for  it  was^ 
that  it  was  prejudicisi  to  her  maje%'s  revenue  (an  incoyeni- 
ence  furely  vaftly  inferior  to  wh^t  the 'nation  would  experience 
from  putting  a  flop  to  this  commerce  ||)  and  in  that,  -as  well  as 
|nthefub{equent.wars.b.stwesa,ns  md  France y  tobacco  has  al- 
ways been  ailov/ed  to  be  feat  to^the  enemy,  on  account  of  the 
'■'■"'''•  ^  r  proUt 

«  3  &  ^  Ann.  c.  I  g.  §  9  -^«»-  ^-  f  •     .  , 

'  •.    jj  Ij:  is  nbtorioa?,  matin  the  late  war  wMi  Spain,  a  trade  with 

the  enem)?  mNe-^j  Spain,'  v/mCq.  fsLV  h'om  beia^  efteemed  ilhcstp 

^.at  adzrira!  Fer^tcft/  wh^n  on  the  coail,  gave  the  fhips  of  his  ma- 

^efty's  ful^eas-all  the  couatenance  md  proteaion  he  poiTibly  cowldj 

•      in  their  profecuriou  of  it* 


allow4  as  to  ^"^^1 1  ^^.^Jf  e^rn::^"  f^* 
foBfcr  rufFerkg  the  ^ho.,mentiomt^!^l:fZar^'l^ft  ''^■ 

^proporaon  to.  the  profit,  whkh  bfix  time?™ 

a  total  tntercoLirfe  was  not  inrenHp^  *^  k«        t-3     ,  •    -^  nat 

«ne  jrfge  from  tfie  ,i -TJ-^^  I  ctfbSst^ 
parted,  and  for  which  r:.!^  ir.  1         7  ^^^^^*^*^s  legally  im, 

k  fent  out  of  ?h:  k  i^^^^^^  -""^- 

.^ther  parts  of /r«»f.,tl™S;^tf  '""^f !'°'»  ^«'-",  and 
.upon  ^,e  -ie,^^  &«;  K^^  rT'"?^'"^''^'"'«* 
-whkb  are  briugk  oS  wit  X^'  ^'"i  he^s-papersi 
%,froM  there  W  KSndf  g^.  ShiJ'rL^ 

without  be^thtlift-cSrel  Sh  tCin^^SL  ?£ 
STS::£i^'  ho>.e,e.  there  could  nJt  be  any'tfont 
irtht  fSXion'of  ?;;^  '=  *^«oreeffeaual4take^to 

merce^ 


irierce,  as  may  render  it  expedient  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  it  xmf 
be  done  without  ufing  any  rigour  by  prohibiting  the  governors 
in  North- America  to  grant  flags  of  truce  to  the  French  iflands 
for  the  future,  which  would  effedually  anfwer  the  purpofe,  I 
therefore  flatter  myfelf  with  hopes,  that  although  by  the  ftri<9: 
letter  of  his  majefty's  proclamation,  thefe  vefiels,  vnth  their 
cargoes,  may  be  liable  to  confifcation ;  yet  that  the  Lords  of 
appeal  will  remember  that  good  maxim  of  the  law  ^^  funmum 
^'jus,  fumma  injur  a  j"  which,  if  they  (houM  be  condemned^ 
will  be  moft  fatally  verilied,  not  more  to  the  detriment  of  in* 
dividualSj  than  of  the  public. 


